[image: image1.wmf] 


P   R   E   S   S       R   E   L   E   A   S   E

February 4, 2008
Jonathan Rosenthal, Music Coordinator for the Marlborough Public Schools, has announced the Symphony Hall Scholars who have been selected to participate in the 2008 Massachusetts Music Educators Association All-State Concert. The Scholars will perform in the 54th All-State Music Festival at Boston Symphony Hall on March 29, 2008.  The students who will be representing Marlborough Public Schools are trombonist Alexander Witt and vocalists Devon Blake, Jennifer Chignola, Jillian Bailey and Kristen Keymont.  
The Massachusetts Music Educators Association (MMEA) presents annual district and state-wide auditions which draw thousands of music students to audition.  Several hundred are chosen to participate in District workshops that draw nationally acclaimed music educators to lead two days of workshops and direct the District Concerts.  These District events are followed by State auditions where music students who scored highest in the District auditions advance to audition again at the State level.  Those who score highest in State auditions are invited to participate in the two day All-State event in Boston that draws more than 500 students. The vocal 2008 All-State conductor is Michelle Holt, author and Director of Vocal-Music Education at Providence College and the band conductor is Robert Sheldon, composer and Concert Band Editor for Alfred Publishing.  The All-State participants showcase their new repertoire when they perform on the Symphony Hall stage on March 29th.  Tickets are available to the general public after March 14th – see the MMEA website www.mmeaonline.org/concert for more details.
Devon, Jennifer, Jillian, Kristen and Alexander are talented young professionals who find great joy and excitement in music.  We congratulate them on their accomplishment in being chosen as 2008 MMEA All-State Symphony Hall Scholars. 
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